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36 On the Tides amon!yst the Firgin lslands. 

look for the origin of the large sand-bank hich extends from tlle 
western end of Anegada to within a short distance of the Island of 
Jost van Dykes, alld which is called the middle ground. On its 
passage along Anegada the current is inHuenced by the tides of 
the Virgin lsles, alld delisers part of its detritus to the tidal stream, 
which the usllal check of the counteracting tides causes to be de- 
posited. The greatest extent of this bank is in a south-westerly 
direction twenty-two nautical miles, whilst its breadth varies from 
one mile and a half to three miles, provillg in a striking mantlel 
that the flood-tide deprives the current of the detritus which com- 
po3es the bank. The action of lhe waves during a gale or a heavy 
ground-sea possesses more IIIOVilig power thall a tidal stream or 
currellt of the greatest velocity; and the salld, once detached from 
this ballk, is .set afloat and carried forward and backward by the 
tide until deposited. 

If we cast a glance on tlle accompanyillg tidal map of the Virgin 
Isles, we observe that mherever the stream of {lood directs its 
course through one of the passages after having passed over the 
middle ground, a sand-bank of more or less extent has been 
formed. The stream of flood being opposed by the reflux, by 
11eadlands, or cotstracted channels, by sunkell rocks, or any othel 

to a paper inclosed in it, had been thrown from the ship " Gambia ' ill the River 
Galsbia; and on the 8th of January, 1833, another bottle was picked up on the 
northern side of Anegada which contained a I)aper llow in my I)ossession, of whicls 
the following is a correct copy- 

" Currents of tfie Ocean.-The bottle containing this note was cast overboard from 
the bark Emerald of Londoll, bound to Jamaica, the l 7th day of December, 1831, in 
lat. 36? 40t N., and long. 12? 32t W. by chronometer. Whoever finds it is reqllested 
to forward it to the e(litor of axly nexYspaper who may be kind enough to notice it for 
PUb11C InfOrmat10n. " C. VV. NOCKEI.l.S, Commander. 

" C. O. HODGSON ) 
" (Signe(1) " E. M. GEACHY,N3 PaS8enger8* 

- (' NOTE.-Tsvo bottles are thrown otterboard here, both of the same import. Two 
more svere also cast overboald on the 5th inst. in lat. 41?48t N., and lollg. 13?49tby 
chronometer. The vinds for tbe last three days 1lave beexl from N. and N.W. to s.X\r. 
For eight days previous it blew a continued and heavy gale from S.W. and W-.N.W. 
lyillg-to the whole time, and drifting from lat. 41? 28t 237 miles to the northward." 

The southern currellt along the coast of S;pain and Portugal had probably drifted 
this bottle towarxls the mouth of the river Gambia, where it may have been taken 
up by the western ctlrrent all(l (lrifte(l tonrards Cape North, allzl thence by the N.W. 
current to the shores of Anegada. If we calclllate, therefore, the direct lellgth of 
the three main courses of the currents, we have a distance of 4796 tlautical miles, and 
the bottle having been taken IlI) Oll the 743rd day after its havintr been thrown in the 
water, supposing it to have been drifting col1tinually during that period, the mean 
?relocity of all three currents would be *26 knots in an hour, or nearly seven miles ill 
a day; the diff;:rence in the winds, and perhaps other circumstances and (letentions 
not included. 

The above calculation of the velocity of this current is necessalrily vague * neverS 
theless, it may aCord an addition to our knowle(lge of the gelleral velocity of currents - 
alld the drifting of these two bottles establishes the trllth of my former retnarks re 
K wr(ling the current passillg .9Wnegada. 
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ol)stacles, however small, is forced to deposit its sandy particles; 
and the foundation of a sand-bank once laid, it is well known hosr 
soon it accumulates. 

The shallows in Sir Francis Drake's challllel are, therefore, de- 
rived fiom sandy particles uhich have been carried fiom the ex- 
tensive bank to the northward of the Virgin Isles, and shich the 
flood-tide has deposited. I do not think that the shallos bave 
shifted much since their existencen in consequence of the nearly 
equal counteracting effect of the tides; we may find them, how- 
ever, somewhat illcreasing towards the northmTard, because, as 
aIready alluded to, tlle northern tide is, generally speaking, the 
stronger of the two; and though the {lood-tide carries the sandy 
particles in its train, it is the northerll or ebb-tide which causes 
them to lve deposited. At this moment these sand- banks can 
scarcely prove of any danger, and I doubt mucll whetller they 
ever will be so, anless some violent collvulsion of nature or a Illlr- 
licane of uncommoll strength should detach such a quantity of 
salld from the middle ground and from the land, that changes of 
xllore serious character than ordinary shotlld be the consequence. 
The shallowest part in the channel is abreast of Peter's 1slalldn 
here tllere was ill February, 1833, only four falhoms water. 

Betore I conclude these remarks, I shall add some observatiolls 
uhich rnay prove of advantage to the navigation of these channels. 
'rhe passage betweell St. John's and a small bay Iying midway 
between the former and the eastern end of St. Thomas' is often 
selected by vessels boulld for St. Thonlas', alld svhich nlay llave 
made tbe Virbin Islands to the northward of thein. Tllis should 
llOt be attempted, however, mZhen there is a northeln tide, ancl the 
^ind ally ay to the soutll of east, as vessels ̂ ill then almost 
certainly l)e set Oll the reef, being unable lo stem the torce of the 
northerll tide, which is so strong here that droghers have biven 
this passage the name of " the current-hole." 'rhis passage- is 
especially dallgerous during the spring months, hen the northern 
tide is strongel than at ally other period, and the instances are not 
few of nessels llasing been set llpOll the reef in this directioll wllen 
the danger was quite apparent. When the tide sets to leeward, 
sessels beating to m!illdward through Drake's (:hannel should make 
short tacks along St. John's sllore as soon as they have reaclled 
Maly Poillt, or else staled over towards Jost van Dykes, and tly 
to fetch the passage betBeell Thatch Island and Toltola; havil]g 
reached Pelican Bay or Witch Island, the northern tide trends to 
tlle eastward aud fAvours a ressel as far as the north-eastel tl 
entrance to Drake's Channel. Should tlle tide, however, have 
changed meanwhile, ancl at her arrizal oS Beef Islallcl be floo(3, 
the strearn there branclles off to the sotlth-wZest, and short tacks 
should be made along lYeef ancl Scrtlb lslands until tlle Kays 
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called the Dogs are weathered. Should the contrary be attempted, 
a strong sowlthern tide is apt to set the vessel towards the Round 
Rock or Brokell Jerusaleln, and some efforts svould be necessary 
tv make good Whslt has beell lost. Vessels beatillg to windward 
outside of St. John's, when there is a southern tide, should keep 
the land aboard as much as possible: it is, however, different whe 
the tide runs to the northward, when they ought to stand out. 

II. Ewfracts frons private Memoranda kept by Lord PrtFdhoe 
on aJolbrney from Cairo to Sfflnar, in 1829, describing the 
Peninsula of S'ennar. Communicated by Sir John Barromt, 
Bart. Read 9th February, 1855. 

March 10.-KARTOOM is situated on the Bahr-el-azrek, about 
two miles fiom its junction with the Bahr-el-abiad; it has only 
sprung up into a toun within four or five years, in consequence of 
being fixed upon as the residence of the Sandjar or goverllor, who 
is lodged in a tolerable house of mud. There are about thirty 
other mud houses in the town, the rest beillg built of doorah- 
stalks; both with respect to walls and roofs the) resemble small 
wheat-stacks or bee-hives. 

There are llo trees, and the position appears to have been 
chosen for its bare, tIgly plailz. Cotlrschied Bey goverlls frons 
Berhee to Sennar, and receives in pay 680 purses a year, 3,.5001. 
There are barracks for the Nizanl (800), whose commander is tlle 
Kaimacam, lieutenant-colonel. rl'he climate is healthy except 
durilzt the Khareef (after the raills), and at that period Sellnar i8 
the most healthy of the Soudan possessions of the Pacha. The 
natives are of two sorts, the fiee cultivators and the A/Iovelled. 
Tllese latter are a peculiar race: they ale descendants of slaves, 
who fiom generation to generation live at large, and pay their 
masters monthly a part of their gains, ̂ ^7hich the men derive from 
labour and the women too often from prostittioll. If two slaves 
of differellt masters marry, the childlen becolme their joint pro- 
perty; and it is not unusual for six or even more masters to pos- 
sess as property a single slave. If a woman has a child without 
marriage, it belologs to her master. Some of the great S;heicks have 
five or six hundred Mowelled, who may be sold like other slaves, 
and are frequently light-coloured and halldsome. In appear- 
ance tbere is no difference between the Mowelled and the free 
population. T1 e proportions of each depend oll the state of society 
of the district: thus, in the islalld of Sennar, the great majority 
were Mowelled, while in Dar Sha:,ei there were 1lardly any. The 
whole country to the south of Khartoom, bounded on the east by 
the Bahr-el-azrek and Oll the west by the Bahr-el-abiad, is called 
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the island of Sennar, though in reality it is joined to Abyssinia on 
the south base of the triangle. Before the conquest by the Pacha 
of Egypt, this country was commanded by the Muck or Melek of 
Senllar, who now lives in happy indolence on the splendid and 
never-paid pension of 500 piastres a mollth (6g.). The bazaul of 
Khartoom consists of twenty sheds, where corn, coSee, and black 
sugar are sold at a high price; alld where are retailed a few looking- 
glasses and glass beads for necklaces alld bracelets, ornamellts 
generally worn. Every article of luxury comes from Cairo, and 
during its journey doubles ol trebles its price. Occasiollal arrivals 
from India blillg preserved ginger, sugar-candy, Sc.; but these 
supplies are rare and small in quantity. There are no Arabs here, 
and we find a difficulty in getting canlels or dronledaries. 

lMarch 11. No dromedaries. A day of great heat, 28?. 
March 12.-Dr. Ronnin came commissiolled froln Courschied 

Bey to make every apology for his atfront to tllallomet, wllich he 
said was caused by a momellt of irritation after tutenty-four hollrs 
fastillg; that when Mahomet asked for the boat he did not say it 
was for us; atld that he would send hi.s chief counsellor to offer his 
alsology to-day, when he trusted we would forgive 11inl, and dine 
with him as a proof of friendship. At sunset Ibrahiln Cacllief, the 
said chief counsellor, arrived, offered the salne apology, which we 
accepted, tellillg him that I expected he would receive me standing, 

alld get up when I szent away. Ibrallim Cachief replied, Oh, 

certainly; any thing you please- every thinc, you please." We 
mounted the horses the bey had sent for us, alld rode across the 
place. When we arrived the bey was still at prayels in t}le COUIt- 
yard; as soon as he llad finished we entered, alld he repeated all 
his excuses, with which I told him, of collrse, that we were satis- 
fied. In a short time an immense dinller was served; plate fol- 
lowed plate, till, as a piece (le resistance, a whole sheep was 
brought in roasted. The master of the feast showed a11 the deli- 
cate attelltions of a Turk, tearing off the tenderest and fattest pieces 
ith his firlgers, and presellting them first to one and thell to 
another. A pillaf plate of rice {inished the repast. Selim ESendi, 
the young man whcb presented himself at our tent oll Friday, 
brought me a basin to wash my hands in, presenting it on his knee. 
Coffee, with pipes or hargillas, were brought in, and we tucked 
our legs under us in repose. The guests were lblahim Cachief? 
a respectable man with a black beard, svho was towel-holcler to 
tlle Pacha, and was therefore thollght fitted for the post of chief 
counsellor to the governor of the Soudan country; the Cadi 
Effendi, or head of religion, one of the most finished courtiers pos- 
sible,- he spoke in a low, illsinuating tolle,-his head lowered to 
the ground, and his eyes half closed,- saying our arrival at Khar- 
toom had made the country green and his face white; and a I)elhi 
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Bashi, commander of cavalry, a blunt soldier, who had just re- 
tullled fiom the late ilavasion. Courschied Bey is a nliddle-sized 
mall, of rather a severe countenance, bllt with much conversation; 
he had r eturned from a gaz\ah (incursion) ill the Fazoogle 
country, above Sennar, whence gold is brought, and had levied 
contriblltions by taking all the gold, cattle, and slanes he could lay 
his hands Oll. He said the people, though armed with spears only, 
fought with great bravery, but that they were such savages, that 
husbands killed their wives and mothers their children, to prevent 
theil being made slaves by the Turks. There is always ditEculty 
in the marches during these incursions in the forests, fiom the rarity 
of roads capable of admittil1g above one camel abreast, and the heat 
of the weathel oblites each soldier to have one to nsount besides 
what are required for svater and provisions. Water is also a want 
which causes at times considerable danger. Courschied Bey ill- 
tends making a gazwah against the Aleish, a country where trlore 
than 500 villages have been established by the illhabitants, nbo 
fled from Sennar when the Turks took the country; they have 
never paicl contribution. We left the bey at midnight, heartily 
tired of our entertainment. Soon afterwards the cadi effendi paid 
us a visit at our tent, and said that the bey loved us very much- 
that our words were sweet and our heads wise; he repeated, also, 
a prayer to Isa, OUI' Saviour, and prollouncecl a blessillg on us and 
all Christians, saying that any musseln1an who did not was a 
Caffre. He told us his ancestors were kings of Grenada; that he 
lived at Fez; that being a Mahomedan was a good thing, for 
every one might have four wives, and change thenl as often as 11e 
pleased; that all muzrebbins loved sweet things, and that our 
sherbet was the best he ever tasted, of course ile got another ,lass. 

March 13. \\'e have much risen ill the estimatiol1 of the Kbar- 
toom wolld. NIajor Felix is always called Meeralli (commander 
of 4000 men), alld my title is Bezardeh (prince). A house made 
of doorah stalks, perfectly finished, was carried by two men from 
the place where it ̂ sTas blliit to its pertnanent situation. Some 
slaves taken at the Fazoogle gazwah were sold by auction at the 
governor's house, fetching nine dollars each; a Yvoman and a sn)all 
chikl reckoned as one man. These wretched objects had a z ooden 
bean), ten feet long, fitted to the shape of the lleck by a crutch, 
alld bound behind; this long beam was supported on the march 
by the slave who walked before, and was not l;ellloved esren at 
night, which prevented these wretched creatules Iying down to 
sleep. 'rtle cadi and gralld maalim, chief accountant, a Copt, 
paid no visits by day, and the salldjah at night came in state. He 
has lent llS two of his on dromedaries, and sent for the best uhicl 
can be pl-ocured on the Bahr-el-abiad. 

March ]4.-We got the bey's bvat and romred down the Bahr- 
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el-azrek to its coniSuence, when we breakfasted on the banks of 
the Bahr-el-abiad. The banks of this river are low and flat, pre- 
senting a succession of grass IEWI1, and fine trees of the }-alrez 
(acacia). No scenery can be nlore ulllike the Nile, while the 
Bahr-el-azrek is itsfac-simile the same high banks formint, steppes 
from tlle anllual illundations, bare of trees, but emillently fertile 
fronl the rich deposite of the rivel, while the Bahr-el-abiad, 
stretchillg into wide lakes during the illundation, leaves the soil so 
sterile, that neithel corn nor other crops, not even doorah, can be 
growll when the saters subside; in lieu springs up grass, a pro- 
duction nearly unknown in Egypt. Here we saw a bird like the 
ibis, never seen on the Nile, it was black and white, with a curved 
beak, as represellted in Egptian sctllpture: many of the picus 
species ̂ zere also flying about, with feathers of blue and red. The 
fish, too, of the Bahr-el-abiad are peculiar to that river, and are 
not founcl in the Nile. A black-nibbed crow, black ancl white, 
not unlike in coloul to the magpie, is comtnon, and a very halld- 
some bird. Near our tellt at Khartoom the doctor showed the 
spot where a rxlan had beell taken oS by a crocodile the day before 
our arrival. He svas washing clothes in the river, the crocodile 
seized him and carried him to the opposite bank; another croco- 
dile attracted to the spot wished to share the feast, and, afler 
fighting for somc time, they took to the river to settle the dispute, 
leaving the dead man on the sand-bank; a boat was sent osrer 
which brought the corpse to Khartoom. Mahomet, our cawas, 
and several others, witnessed the scene. Accidents of this killd 
Seqzlently occur here, and fifteell of the Nizam have been killed 
by crocodiles since those troops have been sent to this country- 
six years. So much more dangerous are these animals here than 
in Egypt. We paid a visit ill the evening to the kaimacam (lieu- 
tenant-colollel), who, the cadi told us, was an excellent mall, who 
never spoke a word; nor was a truer character ever given than 
ill this last partictllar. He sits on the divan from mornillg to 
night playing with his beads, alld takes no charge of his regiment, 
btlt tells a11 rho go to him on business to do as they please so 
long as they do not trouble him. Ibrahim Efiendi, in collsequellce, 
is a sleek fat man; he was a Mameluke of the pacha; and when 
his colonel died some time since, he thought it llnnecessary to 
tlollble the Pacha or war minister with the event; and the Paclla 
hearcl of it by accident from a merchallt. The kainlacam did not, 
therefore, succeed to the title of meeralli. 

March 15. One l egiment of Nizam is qelartered in the Soudan 
countries of the Pacha, of which, atKhartoom, there is one battalion 
of 800 men; at Misselemiell one battalion of 800; at Sellnal; 
one battalion of S00; at Kordofaun, to battalions of 1600; the 
whole forming a regiment of 4000 men; besides a regilnent of 
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Turkish cavalry of 400 men, under its Bim-Bashie, and another at 
Kordofaun of 400, n1aking together 800; added to which are the 
few soldiers attached to eacll cachief, and the suites of the bey 
and kaimacams. The Nizam is composed of the Fellahs csf 
Egypt, dispirited by their long stay in this country by sickness, alld 
death. They are fine men, but badly clotheds fed, and paid. At 
Kl1artoom the battalion has lost a third of its ntlmber by death) 
and that at Kordofaun more than half. The ranks are filled up by 
black slaves taken ol] the gazwahs; and these troops, whose 
interest it is to leave slavery and a rtlilitary life, are so little to be 
trusted, that on every expedition they desert with their arms if they 
filld an opportunity; and every night in barracks they have their 
arms taken from them for fear of n1utiny. 

The bey played at djereed with his mamelukes and soldiers 
before our tent; at night we paid a visit to Ibrahim Cachief, the 
counsellor *vho had accompanied the troop last year up tlle Bahr- 
el-Abiad, and he gave us an interesting description of the expedi- 
tion. Courschied Bey marched on the east bank, Ibrahim Cachief 
on the west. From Khartoom for four days the Bahr-el-Abiad 
continued a united stream. A small arsellal for building boats is 
established at Wadi Shalliee t and twelve hours farther brought 
them to the first island of the Shelooks, where a small sheick re- 
sides. This was to the Turks an enemy's coulstry. For several 
days afterwards the stream of the river was broken by numerous 
islands. At length they reached Dentras where also were many 
islands; and at the utmost extent of their journey, the river 
was so wide and broken by islands, that it was six hours' row 
from one bank to the other. Both tlle banks and islands were 
thickly wooded, so that it was scarcely possible to penetrate then1; 
and beyond th@ wood on the ballks 51vas a vast plain, but no 
mountain. 

13irds of the most beautiful colours abounded, alld the liol1, 
tiger, elephant, and camelopard were seen. The people of Shelook 
nele men of enormou3 size, Ibrahim Gachief, a man five feet ten 
inche.s high, said he did not measure higher than their breasts. 
Both men and women went perfectly naked; they possessed neither 
camels nor horses, and the cattle which they had was probably 
plunder, the sickness after rains attacking both man alld beast, 
and killing each alike. Their food is clliefly fish and dourra. 
They had nuxubers of canoesf some of wbich wele said to be long, 
carrying sixty people. They were armed with spears, bows and 
arrows, alld clubs. Their bows were so strollg it was difficult to 
draw them, and they at times carried shields. l'hey call their head 
sheick 4' God," and he alone is clothed with a cotton garknent 
wrapped rounci his body loosely. When a prisoner is takell, he is 
carried to the sheick and asked, " Who made the world and caused 
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the river to rull, who gives life and takes it away ? " Should he 
ansuer, " God," he is put to death; but if he replies, " You are 
the God who do this," he has a chance of saving his life. It 
seems, however, that the sheick is ollly the representative of a su- 
perior power, for when Courschied Bey received solne of the prin- 
cipal Sllelooks, they made 11im swear by the Sun to do theln no 
illjUIyv although they addressed hitn as God. The) wore bracelets 
of ivory; and brought a11 the treasures tlaey said they possessed as 
contribution, leamely, a few elephants' teeth and the musk of tlle 
crocodile. Courschied Bey gave them hamall (peace), and finding 
he could obtain no plunder from them returned: it is plobable 
that no other expedition will ag;aill for some time be sent *sp the 
Bahr-el-abiad. After the peace was lBade, the Shelooks put to 
death all the stragglers they met with fiom the Turkish army. 
Inhis account of these people agrees remarkably with tlle descrip- 
tioll given by Herodotus of the reception of the Persian ambassadors 
by the Ethiopians. The cadi called this evening while we uere 
out, alld finding no one else to flatter, told Mahmood he was a 
svise man, and made excellent sherbet. 

March 16.- The bey sent a present of ten sheep, and abulldance 
of fowls and blltter, with many compliments " choke selaam to the 
lvezardeh and meeralli " which was returned by a barrel of sweet 
biscuits and a case of sherbet. He sent to say he would show us 
a better djereed-playing this evenings and catne accordingly with 
llis mamelukes and soldiers before the tellt. SVe are anxious to 
get away, but llo dromedaries have arrived Called on the cadi, 
who overwhelmed us ^Nrith compliments, wishing, amono many 
other extremely good things, tllat I might soon be King of Egland, 
and presented each of us with an embroidered handkel chief. 
Visited tbe grand Maalim, rhose rooms zrere filled with slaves, 
Abyssinian and black. Talkillg of the chief llatives of tllis COUlltly, 
he said that most of them were already dead. Sheicl Hassan is 
in prison, he divided a vast tract of COUIltl'y with lliS brother 
Slleick Suleiman, and a llumerous population depelld on them. 
They have committed no offence, but tlsey are too powerful. Two 
or three more heads off, sllch as these, and the wllole coulltry will 
be quiet. Tise Maalim is a Christian and a civilian. 

March 17.-The bey alld his mamelukes exercised before our 
tellt, to show us the firing at a jar. The jar is placed in an open 
space of 200 yards. The cavalier plltS his horse. to ftlll speed, the 
reills are attached by a smali string to the little finger of the left 
hand, tlle gun is held witl1 both hands over his head, wllell about 
twenty yards from the jar he prexeuts his piece, fires, and wheels 
his horse to the rit,llt. The bey uas the best shot, and is a good 
sportsman. He, too, is a nlanseluke of tlle Paclla alld was his 
pistol-cleaner. ln the evening M e called Oll him, and he told 
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some of his sporting anecdotes with great good humour. He had 
more than once been in difficulties with elephalits and lions, at 
times afraid to chase the lion, and ashamed to rull away, but at 
last he svas generally obliged to trust to his horse's legs, and go ot} 
at a gallop. I gave him a musical snuff-box, which amused all 
his divall soldiers, Arabs, and natives being called in to look at 
it. Sheick Moosa, a ,ood-humoured Arab, full of marvellous tales, 
called on us; he is a captain of engineers, and has learned sonae 
smattering of drawing and observations he brought a map of 
Egypt which he had made, a rude attempt. He promises to be 
ollr journalist for any future expedition up the Bahr-el-Abia(i. 
Slept at Roummeait, to be ready to stalt at day-light. 

March 18. Leaving the greatest part of ollr baggage at Khar- 
toom, we set off at sunrise. Majol Felix and myself mounted 
the bey's dromedaries, vith a one-eyed fellah to take care of them, 
alid ten dromedaries with foul Arales of the Goreyat tribe, wilo 
occupy the west desert below Khartoom-making with our guide 
fourteell. Ill three hours nve reached an open wood of fine acacins, 
ancl a small hillat (villaDe) called Sobah-el-Howeeza. Here we 
halted to visit the remains of Soba el-Sharkee2a on the opposite 
bank, having left orders for the caravan to stop for us. When 
half way across the Bahr-el-Azrek, four hippopotami (k'ssint) -rose 
in the river and played about: one followed the boat, to the great 
consternation of the boys who ferried it over-they said it would 
upset us. The profile of its head and crest was like a horse, of 
a greenish colour but its front face was of imniense breadth. We 
sat on the shore for sonze time watching their gambols. They 
followed each other, at times dived, then rose agaill with a great 
splash, and swanl with their heads alld necks out of the mater; at 
leligth they dived and disappeared altogether. We walked on to 
find the ruins of Soba; every one we met fled from us, so that it 
^as not an easy matter to find a guide-at last a man at a sakee 
pointed out some mounds (near a wood) in the desert; we valked 
over them, but found nothing to repav our search. Mounds of 
burilt brick covered the site of an extensive tOWIl, but neither 
hieroolyphic nor sculptured stone was to be found. The remail)s 
might, therefore, be of ally period. The country was OpEll, witb 
low ood, the baliks of the river grow dourra, but the soil is sal-ldv. 
We returned about one o'clock, heated, tired, and lo]^illt, for 
breakfast; but the caravan had gone on, owing to the stupidity of 
Ali Cawas, who proves himself as incapable to be a khaheer 
(guide) of a caravan as he is to be oi any other service. We mere 
obliged to follow our caravan under a burning sun until tilat left 
us, and at seven o'clock coming up with our people at Nooba, 
united breakfast, dinnel, alid supper in one meal. The country 
^\as flat, with occasional patches of wood. 
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March 19. As our dromedaries could not trasel during the 
11eat of the day, we continued ollly from daylight to nine o'clock, 
R71len we turned off the road to the village of Bishagary, a 

smclll place with good-looking people. [t was Song market, 
and toleral)ly supplied, considering the deserted state of the 
country. NT umbers of cattle are Oll their road north tlle pl undel 
of the last expedition. 'I'hey are driven till they fall exhausterd 
with fatigue and bad faret alld then left to the vultures alld 
hyanas: hardly a fourth reach Egypt. Sixteen thollsand have 
been takell this year from the cattle Arabs (Bllkarah). The 
sheick's wifE, a sister of Sheick Hassan, no5 in prison in Khar- 
toom, gave up her house to us, aud .sent cakes of bread, for which 
she received necklaces, &c. At four P.M. we left Bishagary, and 
ill three Ol four hours exchanged our wood scenery for a 3ast bare 
plain, which bore traces of cultivation. The soil of tlle Islalld of 
Sennar-olse vast plain in this part is capable of cultivation 
after the rains, when the doulra is sown. This beillg reaped, the 
land is left till aftel the next rains, each man raisirlg whatever 
stock he requires for his family ol for marketing-the usual small 
commodities, as perfumes of aloes, or a few cloves, &c., being 
exchanged for dourra measured in calabashes. At nine we passed 
Aboo-atkir, and partook of a sour sherbet called el salnaz. A 
paste is made of dourra alld oil, which is left to ferment in the 
sun; it is then broken in small pieces, and steeped in water: its 
flavour is oily and disagreeable. At nine we stopped at a small 
hillat called Gennet. 

March 20.-Started at five, and at ten reached the large hillat 
of Misseleniell, situated on a bare plain, four hours from the 
river. The houses are built of dourra stalks, and form a crescent 
round a large square: in the celltle is a deep we]l, the only one 
in the town. A few mud houses mark the dwellitlg of sonle opu- 
lent slave-merchants. Ttlis tOWll is llOW falnous for its Inarket, 
and is the resort of many merchants from Souakin, ho brillg 
cotton, spices, and perfumes, to exchanc,e fol golc{. Others fronl 
Abyssinia bring slaves, and a few holses, principally at the rainy 
season, when the east interior is more unhealthy thall the lJanks 
of the Bahr-el-azrek, and {lies then also tornsent the animals. 
We were well lodged hy the prillcipal merchant, Hadji Shoome, 
a stout old mall - with a good-llatured countenance and easy 
manller, who, like all slave-dealers, was very punctual in his reli- 
gious observances, and kept the fast of Ramadan with great strict- 
ness. He tolci us the late news fronl Abyssinia. Aklalmaro, who 
ha(t killed tlle Ras Goxa, and succeeded to the Ras-ship, has bee 
ill his turn slain by Yonlaam, a son of Goxa, svho is now Ras. 

March 21.-We remained for the market to-day, whicll was of 
the sanle character as at RIettanleel, but very 1lumerously attended. 
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The mell were all armed nvith spears and shields, wearing their 
knife-daggers over the left arm. Large parties of these wild 
figures rode into the market at a brisk trot on their dromedaries. 
The principal traffic was camels, and camels' flesh, dourra) fat, &c.; 
but the Souakin mercllants atld Hadji Shc)omee bought gold with 
dollars for the India trade. 'rhe whole time the nlarket lasted, 
Hadji Shoomee sat with his scales before him, weighing gold 
gratis to all comers. It was brought in pieces or rings of dif- 
fErent sizes, from 30 paras (2d.) to 240 piastres (31.) l:he gold 
is brought from the Fazoogle country, and must be in considerable 
abundance. In the late gazwah, Courschied Bey collected 19(k 
pieces of gold, fine as ducat gold. No other money is or has 
been used ill the Islansl of Senllar than these unstamped pieces of 
pure gold. One of the amusements was throwing lances at a 

cock bllried to the neck. The Sennar merchants are in appear 
ance like the Bischaree Arabs, and speak their lallguage as well 
as Arabic. They are rich, almost independent of the Pacha, alld 
have the reputation of being turbuletlt, inhospitable, dishonest, 
and extremely bigoted; but they are a handsome and fine race, 
very cleanly in their persons, with bushy hair neatly frizzed and 
perfumed, and in general wear gold ear-rillgs. Another great 
merchant, Sheick Stambool, a nephew of Shoomee, insistect on 
giving us a dinner to-day. As it was Ramadan he could not par- 
take of it himself, btlt he sat by to see ample justice done to hls 
cookery. Twelve slaves, each bearing a large china dish of good 
thillgs, entered the small apartment on the ground tloor, and de- 
posited them on the angareeb between us. The cooking was ill 
the best Sennar style, and the pastry sweetened with honey, parti- 
cularly good. After coffee and pipes, Stambool begged for a 
certificate of good conduct in case he should fall into the hands of 
the English as prisoner of war, or, as they call it, slave. The 
possibility of such an event has often been alluded to by all sorts 
of inhabitants of Egypt, as well as thls upper country. The 
principal source of commerce here is slaves, who are either taken 
in rar or stolen from Abyssinia, or st)ld from Darfur, and similar 
populations, where al1 are born slaves. 

The prices are high, ill comparison to Cairo, for children and 
young females: they are often sold for one hundred dollars. A 
healthy young man, who is well fitted for a soldier, is bout,ht by 
the Pacha for tweIlty dollars, when offered for that price. Grown 
persons ale llever valued so high as children, who from education, 
or being brought up in their master's house, are thought to be 
more attached. The Abyssinians are, among coloured slaves, the 
most esteemed both for beallty and fidelity, but they are always 
nlore delicate, not bearing ally work, nor eating other than wheaten 
bread-a luxury not common here. These slaves are not reck- 
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oned black. The next esteemed in beauty are the Mowelleds, or 
natives of Sennar, but they bear no good character for honesty or 
principle. The slaves froln the Kordofall Mouutains, to the south 
of Obied, and those froln Darfur, are perfect negloes, not good- 
looking, but honest and faithful. At five we took leave of ollr 
hospitable entertainers, and at nine reached We]led lMedina, where 
a battalion of the Nizam is quartered. The sound of the dara- 
booka (drum made of an earthen bottle or vase, with a skin 
bottom) announced a falltasia, but it proved to be a funeral wail. 
The womell were dancillg. We saw one at Metameer. Here 
the women, after sprinkling ashes on their heads, rolled them- 
selves on the groulld. 

We had harclly established ourselves oll the angareeks in front 
of tlle sheick's, when the Maltese apothecary, Zemeet, in the ser- 
vice of the Pacha, paid us a visit, regretting that his principal, 
M. de la Font, was not with the Bim-Bashi. This French phy- 
sician was a youllg man, and had been three years in the Pacha's 
service. On arriving at Cairo, he coulplained that they wanted 
to teach hinl to bleed, but he told the imbectltes that he could 
learn it at leisure among the blacks. On arriving at Sennar he 
made his apothecary a physician, and committed the hospital to 
his charge, till Signore Zemeet begged to abdicate a situation 
which brought him much trouble but no profit. He gained much 
credit with the Turkish colonel by tlle extent of his cures; for one 
day he discovered that one-half the regiment vas ill, and took 
them into the hospital. In four days he discharged the whole of 
them again in sound health. If ala invalid does not know his 
complaillt, the doctor says, very llatllrally, " Homr should I know 
it ? 27 After we had been a short time oll our angareebs, M. de 1a 
Font arrived oll a capering horse5 ald hummillg a French air. 
Findillg we were in repose, he addressed himself to Mahomet, 
first beggillt, his pardon for taking him for a Turk, and then making 
as many excuses for not taking him for a Turk, rattling away in 
half French, half Italian, and gOillg Oi hummillg his Frellch air in 
tlle same thoughtless tnanner as if lle hafl been at Paris. Flom a 
Greek named Sciallee we heard some particulars of Captain 
Gordon, R.N., who arrived at Welled Medilla about eight years 
ago, in tlle month of June, and died itl ten days of a violellt 
tertiall fever which he browlght witll hinl. He was buried in a 
spot set apart for Christians. Ilis object was to pelletrate into 
the interior of Africa alone. Mahmood, our servant, accompanied 
him as far as Berber, and was then sent back. .All }is effects, in- 
cluding doubloolls, spy-glasses, books, and observing instrumellts, 
were takell by Bozzari, the physician of Ishmael Pacha, who was 
murdered afterwards at Shendy with his master. 

March i2.-Started at four, at six passed a grove of acacias, 
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and then continued along a plain till near UOOll, whell we halted 
1ltear the river, in a beautiful wood of very fille trees, near soine 
huts. The bauks of the river were high, and exactly like those of 
the Nile. In the afternoon we mounted again, and in three houis 
turlzed off the high road towards the river, to visit Melek Badee, 
the folmer sover.eign of the whole country. He now lines in ob- 
scurity on the wretched alid never-paid pension of five hundred 
piastres a month. Ill half an hour we reached the small villageof 
l)akkina. About thirty straw cabins, in form like hay-stacks, 
and enclosed with lsedges of dry thorns, form the domestic esta- 
blishinent of the muk or melek. His own residence was ill two 
cottages of largel dimensions, alid better built, ornamented at the 
summit of the poilited roof with the eggs and feathers of the 
ostrich oll each cottage. The remainder of the village was oc- 
cupied by 200 slaves, who cultivate the ground. ':hough it uas 
only eight o'clock when we arrived, tile muk was in bed. Anga- 
reebs were brought outside the houses for us, and in a short time 
a sleek, fat, but rather lumbelilig black man, with short, crispy 
hail, and a good-humoured face, but vulgar frank maliners, came 
to us with the usual " terl times welcome "-" Mahababak ashera." 
This was the Muk Badee: he xvas dressed in a white coarse shirt, 
verv full, and cairied in his halid a hit,ll and large stick. He talked 
of 11imself without any feeling, called the Sandjar " his master," 
and spoke of the gazwahs which he had made with different 
governors with much complacency, where he is led about more 
like a slave than companion kissing the hand of the Sandjar at 
enterino-never receiving the plpe and often not sitting on the 
divall, but on the carpet. Ismael Pacha granted him an allowance 
of three hundred dollars a month; Roustan Bey lowered it to one 
hulidred, and Courschied Bey reduced it to thirty-three, or a purse, 
allovvilig hinl to form a little colony at Dakkina, free of taxes fot 
ground, but to pay the tas for olle hundred head of slaves, whicil 
Coursclsied Bey made him a present of, forty of whom only arrived, 
alid they were none of the best. Mahmood applied to the 'rurk 
for milk, which was ordered. A shed was given to us another 
to the servants. The muk retired to his bed again, and we to our 
angareebs. 

March 23. We remained at Dakkina till four o'clock. In the 
mornilig the nluk came early to pay us a visit, and remained with 
the servants till we were up. While there, a soldier arrived who 
came to demand the muk's contribution for lalid. It was the filst 
demand made on him, and the muk ravecl and complained of in- 
jlwstice, and claimed the protnise made by Collrschied Bey that he 
should pay no land-tax; 4' But," said he, " if t must pay, take it 
frolm the arrears of my pensioll, of uhich lline years are due." 
He appealed to a11 arotind if he had not received a fiee gift of the 
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land for which he was llow taxed ---if he hafI not been promised 
one hundred slaves, of which he had received but forty; sInd with 
his fiery eyes, black face, zvllite loose shirt, and vehenient gestule, 
formed a lemarkable colltrast to the Turkisll solctier, who, sfith 
placid countenance, sat listenillg in patiellce on his holse sithout 
moving; and when lhe Inuk had fillisEled llis haran,ue, t(ld him 
he must pay, but that he Init,ht appeal to the )acha. Of collrse 
it ellded as mi,ht have been expecte(l: the pool muk paid his 
nloney. The fimily of Melek Badee came originally fiom treysa- 
faam, a country ln Sotldan, and at olle time were mastels frol-n tlle 
secolld catar3ct to the Fuzoo>le collntry, alld tlle fiontier of Abys- 
sinia. Ill the east, his dominion included Sollakin atld tlle coast 
of the Retl Sean and, on the s7est, Kordofull. The form of govern- 
ment was absolute monarchy. ln the collrse of time the muks 
became too illdolent to trarlsact their outn affails, alld tlle eleventh 
predecessor of Mtlk Badee appointed a vizier, who, like tlle sulta 

of the Caliphs, and the mai)e d21 palGlas of the Frencls, soon pos 
sessed himself of all power, tboll^,h he contil ue(l to pay every out- 
^ard mark of respect to the mtlk, whose slave he really sas, and 
alsays called 11imself. The muk lived indoletltly on 11is angareeb, 
surrounded ly slaves: his pleasllre \\ras being greased. A11 his 
children, except oe, wele sent to Abyssinia, and if that died, 
allother was brollght thence to svIpply his pl;ce. \Fllel-l it sllitefl 
the vi%iel,, he sent, with every marb of respect, to the mul to il- 
form him that his hollr was arrived. 't\o or tllree das wele 
allo\>ed him to prepare his grave, and then he vas put to death 
by placint, two rasols on opposite sides of llis rleck, and pressin^, 
them together Witll cords. ESis son ras then proclainleci. All 
orders were proclaimed by tlle vizier as the nlotltil-piece of hi.s 
mastel. 'I'he fortn sras sstlahe mltk saws.' 

Ju.stice was ̂ 5tell admillistered, and crilne s!as rare. T}eft vas 
pullishecl with death; l)ut es-ell ill tlle late tillles of unquiet atld 
colltributioll it is almost unheard of fionl Ess-ouan to Sennar, 
thougll it abounds in Egypt amont, the Fellaheen ancl Copts. 
The father of ,Mllk Badee was put to death by 11IS vizier, Mo- 
bammed Ablee Kealik, and Badee, tllel] a child, was placed on 
the allgareel. Sllortly afteruards he was deposed alld sellt back 
to Abyssinia, but returned on the death of Ablee Keslit. snhose 
gralld.son, MohammedWeled-Adilan, becaulevizie. Alo}lalllmed 
Adilan kept Badee aluTays a prisoner, and the vizier died al)out 
lhe time of tlle Pacha's illvasion, an(l u as succeeded by his l)l othel ̂ 
Lidrees Adelall, who made good terms for laimself with Isxnael 
Pacha, while llis sovereign is despised. He retaitls tlle goverll- 
mellt of a large district above Sellllul, w^?hic.h pays allnually to the 
Pacha, some say 650 ounces of gold, others 1200. His residellce is 
at Goola, a montain some days elistant from Babr-el-azrek} where 
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are good workers of iron, and somo gold gnines. There was 
fornlerly a trade betweell Senrlar and India, by the port of Souakin. 
Cotton, spices, china, and some articles of 1lse were exchanged 
llere for un5^rotlght gold. Such commerce partially remains. We 
found fresh lndian gingers selling; and last year sugar-candy was 
cheaper than the }acha's dark SUgEl'. The muks were alwaas at 
peace with Abyssinia, but were fiequently at wal with the people 
of Denka and Shelook. The muk's accoullt of theln is, " The 
Shelooks live in the islands of the Bahr-el-abiad, above Waddi 
Sllalliee. Their great sheick resides ill tl-le island of Abba, and is 
named Aruteyga. rrhey have qualtities of calloes, wisicl} they 
manage with great skill, and are men of immense size and gleat 
courage. They wear no covering, and worship the sull alld nlool. 
T/ze l)enka live on the east bank of the Ballr-el-abiad, part of 
their country being parallel (ill the sallle latitllde) uith the She- 
looks, and a part extelldialg bexond tllem. The capital tosn is 
Danall, and their sileick's name Akone. They bury their dead in 
all llpright position3 and make of wood the head of a bull, nhich 
they worship. At the age of puberty both sexes have a tooth 
dra^ln from the u pper jaw. Among the Shelooks 191 ariam is not 
an unusual name for the women. Origillully tlle Denka and 
Shelooks were the same natiollt but they are now quite separate, 
and collstantly at war. Both possess cattle in quantity, and ale 
arnled with long spears, which they do not throw, but, crouching 
behind their shields, wait the near approach of the enemy. When 
Courschied Bey ment against Dellka, not a man svas to be seen 
during the day; btlt every night, and all night long, sudden atlacks 
were made on his CAlilp, though as soon as the troops were 
under arms the Denkas disappeared, to return shen all was again 
quiet." 

Great numbers of the population of Sennar are free, but great 
numbers are slaves. rrhe Inuk possesses twenty or thirtv thousand, 
alld the viziers considerably nsore; these are the soldiers durint, 
war, and their labours supply the revenue- - no taxes being ever 
levied. Their Illxulies consist of numbers of slaves, ornaments 
of gold, and perfect inclolence. The dress of the muk mas a 
long and loose C(}ttOll shilt (ed jervEznee), a showl thrown over 
the shoulciels (il ircla), sandals (Xlaalat), and a stufled silken cap 
with long ears (tangeea): this last, the illsignia of office, is novv 
vxrn by IdrEes Adelan; a sword-bearer is alvvays at his side. 
The dresses of the lJrother and clsildren of the mvzk are in no way 
distinguishable fronl his slaves. A lollg cloth is bound round the 
mell's loins in the presence of the nluk it is not pertnitted to be 
thrown over the shoulders. bSeveral of the princesses, of all ages, 
are dressed and enlployed like the other girls the gildle of strings 
is only ornamented with shells, and they carry jars of water on 
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their heads from the river, or attend the mereesa pots in the cot- 
tages. 

The mek sent us dinner, consistirlg of large dishes well filled 
with soup, roast chickens, dourra pc)rridge, and bread. The cook- 
int, was very good. When Ismael Pacha arrived here, the muk 
made him a presellt of 7764 slaves alad 1d,000 head of cattle. 
At four we took leasse of our lsoyful host, who svished me to be his 
ambassador to the Pacha, to relieve him of his griefs: an employ- 
ment I declined. At eight we reached Sennar, the former capital 
of the kingdom, now nearly deserted, alld in most of its extensive 
quarters showing heaps of ruins. tl'he houses sz7ere of mud, ancX 
the actual ones are mostly of str;tw. It is situated oll the river, in a 
bare plain, ancl looked, as we approached it, long, low7 and strag- 
gling. Mahozuet had gone on beile to prepare us lodgillt, at 
the house of SandalAba, the principal slave-merchant; and a mi- 
serable house he put us into. After I had lain down, Sulirnan 
Cacllief came to pay his visit. 

March 24. Sennar, the capital of the country, was fornlerly a 
larte town, and not badly built: the ollly remains, ill fine ljaked 
brick, is the mosque- the neat bronze windows are the work of 
India. When the Pacha conquered the country, llearly the whole 
of the population deserted the toBn and emigrated to the Aleish, 
a distlict on the frontiers of Abyssinia, ten days' distance to the 
south-east. The fesv vvho remain live iIl straw huts, vvith the es- 
ception of two or three slave-merchants, whose houses are of 
lnlld The bazaal is wretch.ed, and ill supplied. There ale two 
workers in iron and silver, who execute their works neatly with 
vexy simple tools. Wanting an Arabic illscription on a silser Cllp, 

I went to one- he was employed fillishillg a kllife; sshell he had- 
done., he began hammerillg a piece of gold-he was in fact coin- 
ing rings of a dollar each, in want of other employment. The 
names of this ullstamped gold are tile 

Piastres. Paras. 
Abba . 0 30 or 2id. 

Kism . 7 20 szorth half a dollar. 

Carat . 15 C} worth one dollar. 
Ogeega ( 1 oz.), 240, or doubloorl-16 dollar-s. 

Coloured straw hats are made mith great neatlless. 
%78 paid a visit in the evenillg to Suliman Cachief, a good- 

lookilog AlbaniallX about tvventy years of age; he received us 
civilly at the okl nlud palace of the muk, now almost in rllins. 
IIe came into this cOUlltly eight years ago, with a hundred sol- 
diers, eight of srhom only remain, the rest having fallen victinls to 
the climate. So fatal is the sicleness botb to natives and strangers, 
that they all speak of it mith llorror. rI'he Cachief said it was 
only a country for desperate men. There is a battalion of Nizam 



Pe7tinsllla of Sennar. 

qualtered here) under Bim-bashi Mohammed EfEend;, vzho, with 
two hundred men, is now at Goleh, with Idrees Adelan, collecting 
contributions. Tlse Pacha's sway extellds about 200 miles abone 
Sennar, and is divided into two commands. 

The country on the Ballr el-azrek is under Sheick Suliman, a 
pOYW'elfUl man, who iS said to pay an annual colltribution of 1500 
ounces of gold. [-is residellce is at Reyseras. The mountains 
about l50 miles to the south-Xe.st of Sennar and 60 miles from 
the river, are undel Idrees Adela, wllo pays an annual contribu- 
tion of 1200 ollllces of gold. rlthe town of Goleh, wllich is his 
capital, is said to lue as lalge as Sellnar, arld tc) be famous for its 
;vorkers in irol. He is called Sultal] by his owll people, alld has 
a large COUl t; he is said to be a maal of talent, and of noble man- 
ners, and llas been allowed to keep the slaves, to the lluml)er of 
mallytllousands, wholll he llad whell siziex to Muk Badee. ISe 
is in great favotlr witll the Bey. His territory extellds to vithin 
four (lays of tlle Denka Gountry; and as he speaks that lallt,uage, 
lle wollld be of much service to persons wishing to pelletrate up 

the Ballr-el-abiad tllis ay, shich seems to be a X oute ofierile8 

less difficulty thall aaly othel. By placillg entire confidence itl 
Idrees, tlurollgh a lecolumelldation of the Pacha, he would afford 
protection to the Denka coulltry, and obtain the friendship of its 
sheick. By the Shelooks the road appears impossible except by 
force The great difficulty i3 to pass the frontiers of such coun- 
tries, sz\here they fear the encloaclements of tlle Pacha, and see an 
enemy 11 every white. 

Near the to^n of Sellnal are sonle tardens which produce lemons 
and vegetables; 1lo otlaer trees are lear, and 1lo other ,ardells ixl 
the country after Essouan. Last 57ear herds of elephallts came 
hele alld were fired at by the Bey, lizFho killed some, and this year 
they has7e not arrived. 'lvhey relate a story of one wllo observing 
a ^stonlall beat and mtasll clothes ill the rivel, and afterwards 
spl ead them out to dry on the ballks, approached her, and, 
seizing hel^, beat her to death upon the stones, and then spread 
llel out to dry. 

Flom the dourra two drlnks are nlade,-mercesa (a bee), pro- 
luced by puttint, a quantity of dotlrra into a hole in the ground 
till the seed begills to shoot> thell dryillg it in the stln, grinding it, 
bOlllUg It and brnzinD it into a paste. This paste is put into 
jarS cold watel is pcxured on it, and it is drunk and eaten ill a state 
of fermentation. The taste is sollr and disagreeable, but it is tlle 
depight of the people, male and female, who drink il to excess; 
tl ls, and greasing their bodies, are the two great sources of hap- 
pilless to them. The other, bilhil (a cider), undergoes tlle same 
operation as tlle firstX but remains in the jar M7ith the water for a 
daa or two, ancl is then strained oti; The taste is bstter tllull that 
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of the mercesa. We heard much of animals called Illarafee-l, 
5Phicll approach the town in great Ilumbers during tlle lligllt, alld 
are said to partake of botll genders. Tlle commoll opillion is that 
they are n}agicians by day aud take tlle form of this allil<al by 
light. Major Felix went otlt ̂ Tith some Turks and brought olle 
home. To get a shot a donkey was fistelled Ileal some ruins, 
behind hich the party hid; the first bray of the donkey brought 
some of the numelous marafeellss ssho seemed btlnting ill packs, 
and in that manner tlley were easily shot. l'hey measure six feet 
long from 11ead to tail, and stallci three and a quartel feet hlgh, 
their appearance being more like the hvxlla tllan the wolf-uTith 
short yellowish hair on the back, spotted bro^n oll the breast, 
bellfr, and legs, and the tail of a bushy appearance, but thill and 
ot lollg. It is a rusty scabbs-Jookillg, anitnal, btlt curious. On 

]ookilag at it I laughed at the report we had heard, as it ^sas 
eYiclelstly a male; bllt onmakinO an illcision the natives silozsed 
n)e tlle milk, and that its young was not weaned. 

A/Iarch 25.-Suliman Cachief's information has glJided our 
ovelnents. \Ve should see 1lotllillg to repay us ly corltilouing llp 

the Bahl-el-azrek, as we could 1lot go Ili^,her than a few days and 
must retulll the same road. The rains have already begun, and ollr 
tilne is so precious, that rith all our haste +ze shall hardly catch 
the Elphinstone crtlisel at :NIocha, as slle is to lease it the begil- 
ing of Alay. \Ve have determined therefore to cross the island of 

Sienllar to the Balll-el-lbiad; the distallve in a direct line is tu c) days 
but we shall be c)bliged to make a considerahle detout to asoid the 
13tskarah Arabs, who are plulldeling the country to repay them- 
selves for the last :,azrsah, and illdeecl have never beetl s(lbjected 
ly the Turks. XVe shall 11ave Selim Cachief for ollr guide, \\thQ, 

ounted oll his horse, came for us to-day at half-past one P.NI. 

\Ve left Sennar, takillg a south-west dilectioll toalds sonie moun- 
taills risinb thellce frozn tlle plain. In tlle course of our ride 
Selim Cachief told us all improbable story of himself,-that he 
uras the son of Abler Rachmall Bey, that he was born a cachief, 
alld until t5?elve y-eals of age lived in the greatest luslJry. Whels 
his father was driven from Caio, Selim escaped, alld lived witl 
his luothel, a Georgiall. He was allowed afterwalds a perlsio 
from the Pacha, wllich he lleld ollly a fexr yeals, and was I<OvV 
reduced to miserys and served as a soldier to Stllimall Cachief. 
Not beinz, either 'I'urk or Alballian, he xvas regarded by tleither as 
a fiiend. A short tilne since llis cachief bastinadoed him becatlse 
he asked to return to Cairo. His appearallce was in his favour, and 
his address mild and gentlemanlike; his dialect also shonsed hinl 
to be a native of Cairo; but we did not believe his story, thillkinC 
it more probable that he had beewl a marnelllke of t}le bey's, and 
took the liberty of callill;, his Inaster aboll (father), as Courschied 
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Bey frequently did when discoursing of fle Pacha. We passed 
the village of Adjaxnee and Wed-el-Sedger, containing thirty or 
forty houses; tlle first pays 2000 piastres, or 120 dollars, and 
the second 2400 piastres annual contribution. In four hours we 
reached Ahmed Tote, a larger and better village, of whlch Selim 
Cachief vas governor. He received us very civilly ancl gave us 
tlle best lle ha.d. To give an idea of the manner in which this 
country is taxed, Hadji Ibrahim, the richest man, has a capital 
of 1000 dollars, and is compelled to pay awlnually 125 to the 
divan. All the rest in proportioll. 

March 26.- Set oS at half past 3iX. Our course west over a 
bare plain. At terl we alighted fiom our dromedaries at Selleck, 
a village of tole.rable size. A Ttlrkish soldier, who was to provide 
us with a guide, was here to collect colltributiolls. Many reed 
bundles of cotton were piled up outside the straw houses. Two 
minutes aftel we had alrived {lames burst from a house where a 
woman was makillg mercesa; the wind was strong, and house 
after house caught fire with amazing rapidity; the dry thorns 
between communscating the Rames. Each falnily rushed from 
their straw huts, and when they saw the danger ran back to save 
their cotton, angareebst alld few articles of furliture. I was asto- 
nished at the nllmber of silver bracelets and gold ear-rings, orna- 
ments for the head, or strings, which the women and girls wore. 
Afraid of tbe Turks? they never make a display of mrealt}l. A cross 
of gold is not llnusuallg worn, the remains of now-forgotten Chris- 
tianity; it i$ called shegar (the true). All was confalsion; tbe men 
seemed to take no interest in the fire whell their own goods were 
safe for the moment, or consumed; and it was in vain we attenlpted 
to direct them how to cut oW the fire. The llearest well was five 
miles distantt no water was to be procured. The women shrieked i 
the Turkish soldier flogged all indiscriminately with his koor- 
bash; and we tore our skin and clothes among the thorla hedges 
endeavouring to save the hollses alld pl^opelty. The natives bore 
the loss with philosoplly, though it amounted to 500 piastres or 
33 dollars sll some families. One young woman in her distress 
wished every Turk was in the fire and consumed like her house. 
We remained at Selleck till the fire was extinguisi}ed; perhaps fifty 
houses were consumed An hovtl afterm7ards we reached Suggotee, 
situated uxlder two nsountairls of rubble graniteX with a well ill tbe 
pass between. The scenery was pretty. Under the mottntain 
wele shrubs of brit,ht verdure, xnixed vvith the blocks of granite, 
and two villages were situated near. Trees and coppice joined 
this to the cultivated ground on an extensive plain which bears 
crops after the raius. Thousands of cattle and sheep were re- 
turning Xom the well being pastured on the plain till light. We 
remain at Suggotee, as our next halting place is too far distant to 
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reach before night. It is a very pleasalit place. There ale five 
wilrage3 situated at the foot of the hill; two on the east and three 
on tbe west sides each witil a soldier to protect it. 

*his being the frontier at preselit it is exposed to the Bukarah 
Arabs, twenty-five of which tribe, on horseback, made a descelst 
tell days ago on Suggotee, and carried off camels alid cattle; they 
were pursued, and their spoil letakell. Ti-se people a1e good- 
looking, civil, and good-huliloliled. The apes, X!lich abotind oll 
tile hills, come llear the tourn il-l the evening, when the shadour plo- 
tects them. Thele are many hurldreds on tile trees, and climbing 
'd6OUt the rocks. Just before sun-set we took our gtins to the 
ood, whele tilere are also thousands of guillea fowl; they were 
tame enough to let us get withill shot, alid we brought home sevell 
or eight brace in half all hotir; they are niuch better than the 
VVest Ilidia speciesn alid of good flasour; their colour is darker, 
and tile birds are smaller. 

March 27. Started at five and travelled over a plaill with some 
coppice. Saw a wild ostlich, wl-lo spread his wings, alid trotted 
off at a qtlick pace. At 1looll we dismounted at El Azazey, a 
large, good, but fol-lorn village, sittiated ill a sea-like plain urilh- 
otit a tree 'I'his district, like Suggotee, was attacked a tew days 
silace by a party of Bukalall Arabs, who ale the terror of the 
country. Tlle people are reserved and shy. Here u7e found a 
Fellah, mho lett Cairo z!ith the Mamelukes; he denied Selitn 
Cachief's being son of Abler Rachnlall lSey. 

March 28.-Mounted at fourX utith allother local guide; passed, 
an hour after sunrise, the village Wed Hamed, atid at ten Abe^,one, 
where the people came Ollt, took hold our bridles, alld insisted 
that we should alight. They brought us milk ancl angareebs to a 
siraw shed, saying " ]!/Iahabalvak Ashera." Their sheick, Abd- 
el-Hameed, took us to his 1lewly-married bride, a mild feminille 
person, who was made happy with necklaces ear-rings, bracelets, 
&c. All the girls of the village can-le round us also, and were de- 
lighted to share glass bea(ls of all colours. Like the natives of the 
island of Senna1, they are bright-colouJed, pretty, full of spirits, 
and not obtrusive. After breakfast we mounted, and were olJliged 
to stop at Rebahab, in consequel1ce of the illness of Yedallah (the 
hand of God), our Ababde guide, who came Witl1 us flonl hhar- 
toon; he was seized with vomiting alad pail1 ill the stoInacil. He 
was bled, by having slight gashes cut in his leg with a razor. The 
Ababdes do not appear strong, and ale much given to excess ill 
eating alid drinkilig. Ge amused ourselves with Sheick Ahnset 
and the people of Abdgone fbr a couple of hours: they asked 
Hamal1 (pardon) of me, Sandjur, and Majol Felix, mho with his 
long white shirt passed for Sheick Hassan. The ustial compliment 
to U8 was " Rlash allah ra$ak tezib" (long life to your blonor's 
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ead). \\Je moullted again tvvo hotlrs before sunset, and reached- 
l\faatoo before dark. Ollr course has been to-day westerly. On 
the dleary plaill mere a few patches of wood alld some villages. 
The Bukalall passed in ,reat force two days ago near Abebolie 
'l'he sheleli, a fine olln^, mall, receised us at his house. He 
seenled to be a friexld of Idrees, whom he called sultan, and ap- 
pealed to have command, l)ut Tas mvstelious. His manner was 
lild all(l r atller di;,nified. A strapping awkward Coord, who 
seemefl jxst caught, also commanded here; he had arrived fiom 
Cuilo a fbltnight, alld fiom his OWIl country six mollths. He was 
all attention, but alarmed exen at Mahomet's silver stick, and 
wollld hardlv sit down in his presence. 

lUlslrch 29. Were oW at follr. At seven reachecl the lar^,e 
villaOe of Mussola, whel e se xYaited half an hour for another 
guide. The sheick was not civil, so we started again. After a 
brisk tl ot of tero hours, AQ aor }'elix, RIallmood, and myself 
stopped at the tenlporary villa",e called Aboo-el-Amera, lYhich 
slepends oll Mussola. rRl-e i}silabitants ̂!ere vely vlncivil, alld 
xvitllout thleats of the sandjal's vengeance ollld 1lot have brougl]t 
lls mill., nor would thev wlllingly take money. The lleat was very 
gleat, Elt sIt tllree \5-e motlnted alld joilled our caravatl, zZhicll had 
lltalted alllont, the tellts of some Hassalleya Arabs. Alally parties 
of ill-looking peo)le have been abellt durillg this day, and our 
ca3avall had all atfitiiz at a M!ell sitll solne of them. 'rlle fray 
bet,all by knockillg Abotlset and his drollledary into the uZell-it 
concluded by tkillg tlle clll)rits ,risollers, ho atter being l}um- 
bled sere release(1 befole e callle up. Alzowlset distinguished 
himself. OUI angareebs ere placed close to the sheick's and his 
pretty wii. A kw glass beads were l)estosred, ancl milk, &c. 
speedily ploclllced. rl'he men talked of the dal-lgers of tlle place; 
the people abollt this coltntly beillg robbels, alld not hesitating 
to commit murder. They did llot mentioll that they themselves 
ale a tribe of Bukarah Arabs, the dread of tlle nXillages. Lions 
and otller vv!ild lveast.s abollnd here, and take off constantly tlle 
cattle alld sheep. 

721arch 30.-Just as ^Te had packe(:l llp, and ere llearly all 
light, we heard singing and clappino of l]ands, and to olll anlaze- 
mellt all the youllg momen and girls of the calllp adval)ced to our 
angareebs. rl'lle splendour of tlle necklaces llad spread abroacl, 
and each girl dallced ller best to gain a set of jes^els. At last, isl 
despair at tlle nunllel, I ploduced bo2;es of lings, alld after dis- 
pOSillg of a fes, these fair plulldel ers s ere so tempted, thatj 
rushint, oll tlle prizes, tlley sejzed mllatever they could get, and 
among the rest an old woman got mv watch, which, however, tlle 
sheick recovered for nae inlmediately. We walked throllgh a fine 
wood for an houl) allci t)UISt SUddelily Oll the Bahr-el-Abiads 
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